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THE HOUSING CRISIS



What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit?



A Solution to the Housing Crisis?

Access to facilities (schools, 

parks, public amenities)

Possible uses for an ADU:

○ Age in place

○ House a relative

○ Rent for extra income



CURRENT RELEVANCE

July 9, 2019

Seattle City Council

○ Two ADUs permitted
○ No requirement for off-street parking
○ Increased max ADU size
○ Decreased min lot size
○ No requirement for owner to occupy



2%
OF SEATTLE’S SINGLE-FAMILY LOTS HAVE AN ADU
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0.7%
OF ALL SINGLE-FAMILY LOTS ELIGIBLE FOR A DADU HAVE ONE
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STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT



< hold for introduction slides >

PROTOTYPE TOOL



1.
PHYSICAL 
FEASIBILITY

Let’s look at a map!
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CAN I BUILD AN ADU?



All lots in 
single-family 
zones are 
eligible for 
an AADU.

Major goal is 
to increase 
awareness of 
the 
possibilities 
available to 
homeowners
.



New eligibility 
criteria (as of July 
2019):

- Single Family 
Zoned

- > 3200 sq. ft. lot

- Lot coverage  
- < 35%

- Lot dimension >= 
25 x 75

- Cannot be near a 
shoreline district



Can I build an
ADU?



How will I 
know that
I cannot 
build?



What factors should I consider?



Who might I know 
with an ADU?
- Identify ADUs in your area

- Build a network of 
community resources 
around ADUs



Where did this data come from?
- Open source GIS and administrative data from City of 

Seattle, King County Assessor’s Office, and Open Street Map

- Physical feasibility indicators constructed in ArcGIS

- Permit data from city of Seattle identified ADUs



2.
FINANCIAL 
FEASIBILITY

Let’s crunch the numbers
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FINANCIALS

How much does it cost to build? 

It depends: 

- Type 
- Size 

What cost I should expect? 





What’s the cost? 

-- Home Equity Loans (HELOC)

-- Increase in Property Tax 



What are the benefits? 

If you will rent it out

-- Rental Income from ADU

If you have to sell

-- Property Value-added  



3.
CITY ANALYSIS

Let’s go broad
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3.5
CITY ANALYSIS

For policymakers
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4.
OPPORTUNITY

Bring it all home
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114,000
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY LOTS
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107,000
DADU-ELIGIBLE

SINGLE-FAMILY LOTS
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UP TO



A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH

Remove 

regulatory 

barriers

Streamline 

the process

Incentivize 

affordable 

ADUs

Expand 

access to 

financing

Remove 

regulatory 

barriers

Streamline 

the process

Incentivize 

affordable 

ADUs

Expand 

access to 

financing



WHAT’S NEXT?

User testing

Hand off to Seattle IT for adoption

Future connected programs: 

○ Pre-approved plans
○ City financing for affordable ADUs 
○ The Block Project
○ Affordable ADU partnerships

Tool for Seattle, but could be adopted in many cities

Can the City help me?

► Can I use a pre-
approved design?

► Is financing available? 

► How do I start the 
permitting process?

http://the-block-project.org/


DUniverse

One small step for ADUs…

One giant leap for 



“When life isn’t going right,

go left.

- The Dove chocolate that kept us alive




